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..
I spoke just now of the onrush of history. Who among us

has not been aware of the surging excitement., the quickened
tempo of our world~ In this last year, Minnesota has become
no lon~er the northernmost etate of our union. The tradi·
tional competition of Bemidji and International FaUsfor
the mythical title, 8icebox of the nation,· will doubtless
become th~ property of outposts in our newest state 01
Alaska. \tinnesota. the frontier state of 1859, is now
Minnesota, the heartland of a continent.

But we are not just the heartlandoC a c~.n~inent.Gr~at
a i rli ne 1'8 link us to the orient and Europe. to AC'rica ·and
South America. The St. Lawrence Seaway will turn our lake
port of Duluth into one of the world's great seaports. The
Yft5t reaches of space above us give testimony to our inYoly~

ment in the affairs of all mankind. Almost overnight, a
colony of strange new satellites fill this space. From the
newest of them, named Atlas, the voice of our President,
recorded in lines of magnetic force on 8 bit of tape. re·
spondi ng to an elect ron ic signal, sends us a message embody ing
one of the oldest dreams of civilized man. -Peace on earth,
good ~ill to men everywhere.- This satellite and its com·
panions do not hover above Minnesota. nor above the United
States. They circle an entire world, - our world. A world
in ferment, bright with the hope for peace; dark with the
threat of nuclear war. Bright with the promise that the
splendid power of our new technology can bring a more bounti·
fu 1 life to a 11 men; dark with the tear that man 's technical
power t r8nscends his wisdom, and leads him towardsel t·
destruction.

"'
We cannot deny the exci tement of the age in which we IiYe.

Neither can we deny the drama of the challenge it poses lor
us. I do not wish to oversimplify the nature of the cerituiy
just finished; .- but is it not clear that the challenge
posed to Minnesotans in 1859 was primarily one of nature
B~ainst man. Frontier ~innesotans faced a wilderness ••
beautiful and inspiring, bl,lt. reluctant, capricious, and oft.en
dangf"rous. "fOn and women of diverse races and faiths le"rn­
ed lhf" hard If"ssons of lhf" need for cooperation and mutual
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respect. Working together theyeleared
places of worship. They built homea<and>ci
built government. Through government. local
sought for themselves security and justice. and the
appropriate to these ends -- laws. police Corc:es ....d
They sought the freedom and power of learning. and the
and colleges which could give these. They sought
expression of their will to care for the afflicted.
handicapped and the ill. -- and they sought thehosp s
and welfar~ agencies which would make such care a reality.
All honor to them for their achievements.

But the rhallenge put to Minnesota by the wilderness wa.
a patient challenge. Nature bore man no malice. Human
weakness and error might be punished. and often was; -- but
our very way of life. our freedom. our vision was never
threatened. Impartial nature waited while men learned.

In 1959 the dimensions and character of the challenge
posed to our society ha~e changed. Now we find our very way
of life. our very vision of the meaning of life. istob~

tested in the crucible of history. Part of this challerig~
comes from the complexity of this new world in .which we live.
t.he spf!ed of the technological revolution. t.he pressure of'
new population, th n r~litical ferment of thfeebilliin
diverse people seeking to find their way in a world tha~

changes as we study it. Part of this challenge comes ltdi
another idea, -- another form of social organization. The
roots of this idea are communism and totalitarianism. Its
leaders now rult! fully GI.c·third of the people of the world.
Their thesis is that man lacks the wisdom to ~overn himself.
and that he must be ordered, and used by an all-powerful
government.

The challeng~.this idea. hurls.......!..!~ is-!!E_tr~vial o,,!e.• The
rulers ofRus3ia and Red China stand confident and aggressive.
fi lied with the sense of their own malign power. Fi lIed with
the pride that th"y too have -the hombll: -- the teehhol
power to destroy mankind.

The challenge this idE!.~!!.urls.i.~.ratient one.
nature, the "deI'S of Russia andRed China are neither patien
nor impartial in respondin~ to our works. Rather they stand
['{'ady to {'"ploit heforf> world opinion our every error, our
eVery failure of nerVe or wisdom, of ~ner~y or dedication •
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""'Th:~»~~i;i.~~;~~£,;,',~;~m~f;~!{ ·····15·i·' ". .•.•. i.' .'. "

a o~~,_,t «) ,1 eave. usinpeaeei.i"lmpat.ient...·though.,.'t.h.i,'I,Coei'·(l6f'l".
freedom may be, theirpreseneeand powerp~8esatestof

endurance such as free·menbave.~everbe!o..eiknC).,nt()ur;>·
democracy has demonstratedagain.nd.ag~int~f.!.unit,Y'ii~."a~~i"'<.{."
n .. t. i on and 8 t renp't h wi thwhich.rl'.ef.!peo~1~>~anre:8~~~~;tc) ...
t; he cri IS is. of wa r •. Su tt.he colaw.·!Orith:i'.::c1a')/fJr·:o~e#t.·';.i'
t ht! intensity 0 fthe te$ t·o! .... warto.llo!'.·ou·r foresee'able •.. ,··.r~~~~e ~orr~g"1.:t~:~lh·:,;1~~eijst,t;0·\y~~;rJ~·~~~~~~i~~i~~~~·i~i~~1'~?i";''';
war-threat.ened society, -- and we must get on with the works
of peace. And we must prepare to do this, if need be, tor.
century to come.

The challenge of our time.is complex and dynamic.. We may
focus today upon the threat of atomic holocaust, but we know
that other Freet forces a reatworkin>oul'world,,\.hatilr
sunhurst of chan~e is in process. The world'." population is
exrlodin~. Twenty years ago experts predicted ~~~t hy the
year 2000 the population of ~he United States would total
165 million. it is startling to realize that this ri~dre

was reached in 1955, and that today, January 7, 1959. our
population exceeds 175 million. It is sobering to realize
that the population of the world grows by 5,400 every hour,

or 47,000,000 each year.

The world's technology is exploding. In the last half
century man's capo~ity to produce power and goods has grown
more than itdid in five thousand years of previously record­
ed history, and the momentum of this change increases. We
may yearn for simple, easy, familiar answers to the complex­
ities of our day, -- hut we know in our hearts that thean­
swers will be hard hought, demanding the utmost of our wis­
dom and courage.

IV

I have chosen today to picture the lorthcoming work of
our slate ~overnment a~ainst the Vast, dark backdrop of a
world locked in stru~~Ie. No smaller setting can truly
me8sur~ the full meanin~ of the work WI Minnesotans have at
hand. We are, for t>~tter or for worse. whether VIP will it
or not, i next ric ah I y lin ked tot he des tin y 0 f f I'ee men eve r y­
where. We are a part of a world in which all of our vision.
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